NACRAO DEIB COMMITTEE

JUNETEENTH
FREEDOM DAY

WATCH ME

The first Juneteenth
celebration took place in
1866 in Texas with
community gatherings,
including sporting events,
cookouts, prayers, dances,
parades, and the singing of
spirituals like

“Many Thousands Gone” and
“Go Down Moses.” Some events
even featured fireworks, which
involved filling trees with
gunpowder and setting them on
fire.

At the core of the celebrations
was a desire to record group
gains since emancipation, “an
occasion for gathering lost
family members, measuring
progress against freedom and
inculcating rising generations
with the values of self-
improvement and racial uplift,”
Gates wrote.
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https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/what-juneteenth
https://www.noiseomaha.com/culture/2022/6/15/juneteenth-events-in-omaha-2022
https://malonecenter.org/2023-juneteenth-event/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/historical-legacy-juneteenth
https://www.vox.com/2020/6/18/21294825/history-of-juneteenth



